
 

BUILDING TOMORROW’S TAMPERE TOGETHER 

 

We the Social Democrats call on all Tampere residents to come together to transform our city into an even 

better place to live, study, work, raise a family, spend our retirement days and live a good life in all its 

aspects.  

 

The current exceptional times and our ever-changing world have also made it necessary for our home city to 

transform, seek its place in the world and find new ways of working. The forthcoming council term will see 

the creation of future municipalities and cities. The next four years will be decisive for determining the kind 

of city we will have as we approach the next decade. 

 

We want to build a vibrant and open city that is full of life, one whose attraction is based on quality services 

as well as decent work and education opportunities. We want Tampere to have a lively cultural scene and a 

forward-looking atmosphere. We want a city that is comfortable to live and prosper in as well as where 

everyone can express themselves. 

 

Life in cities in the 2030s can only be good if it is based on ecologically, economically, socially and culturally 

sustainable development. In Tampere, this involves striving for constant change, where the aim is to secure a 

good quality of life for all current and future Tampere residents. The environment, people and economy 

must have equal weight in all the city’s decision-making processes and activities. As a city, Tampere must be 

fair, respectful of the environment and financially strong. In this way, we can ensure a more prosperous and 

better industry and cultural life as well as good services in terms of quality and quantity, which will help our 

city to continue to grow and develop in the future.  

 

More work and increased vitality 

o We must invest in employment. It is important that Tampere City Council collaborates with local 
employment services in close cooperation with the employment authorities. Closer collaboration 
will enable higher efficiency and a better allocation of these services. Tampere’s employment 
project, which has produced good results, must be continued and made permanent.  

o Reinvigorated and developing cities attract business and it is thus important to support the creation 
of fast-growing, agile companies (so-called start-ups). Support must be available easily and quickly. 
We must also intensify the cooperation between the City Council, Tampere University and Tampere 
University of Applied Sciences as well as other educational institutions. Vocational training must 
meet industry needs. Town planning must be sped up and it should incorporate the needs of small 
and medium-sized enterprises.  

o We must invest in the construction of diverse, affordable housing and the development of 
functional, attractive residential areas. Town planning must include the construction of different-
sized housing, even if the number of single-person households continues to grow. It is important to 
prevent residential segregation. All residential areas must include different forms of housing, such 
as owner-occupied housing, rented as well as cohabited accommodation.  

o Well-performing public transport and improved walking and cycling conditions are key to the 
Tampere of tomorrow. These act as both pulling and holding factors in a city. In addition, the 
tramway must be continued to the surrounding municipalities, commuter trains must be increased 
and the main trainline must be modernised. The implementation of the Finland railway is an 
important step towards increasing capacity and speed. The long-term goal is to open a direct and 
fast train connection between Tampere and St. Petersburg. In addition, the city's own fleet of 
vehicles needs to be reformed for it to be more environmentally friendly. 

 



 

 

Lifelong education and culture all around the city. 

o Everyone should have the right to a safe and healthy learning environment. We must continue to 
modernise kindergartens, schools and other educational institutions.  

o We should take special care of children and young people. All children and young people have the 
right to stress-free early childhood education, schools, study opportunities as well as quality 
teaching. There must be zero tolerance for bullying. In addition, all children and young people must 
have access to preventive, low-threshold mental health services. 

o Everyone must have access to a consistent and direct learning path from early childhood education 
to vocational training and university. Arrangements for free secondary education need to be 
carefully implemented. We must pay particular attention to the transition from primary to 
secondary school.  

o It is important to deepen, intensify and develop the City Council's cooperation with Tampere 
University, Tampere University of Applied Sciences and Tampere Vocational College. Vocational 
training must meet the demand for labour, both qualitatively and in relation to different sectors. 
Tampere is currently considered Finland's most attractive city for studying. 

o Tampere is a cultural capital, where culture belongs to everyone. We will foster Tampere’s culture 
by securing the availability of premises for cultural actors and artists. We will also ensure that 
children and young people have access to plenty of hobbies. Leisure and sports facilities will be 
improved throughout the city.  

o Libraries provide a limitless source of educational means. Therefore, they must be available as a local 
service. 

o We must develop the urban environment. This means fostering a cheerful and lively town centre, 
which is the beating heart of this northern European city, also with regard to its nightlife. It also 
means guaranteeing a diverse and safe living environment, parks and greens around the city as well 
as diverse natural environments. 

 
 

Healthy and prosperous people make a healthy and prosperous city 

o Functional services provide the basis for a secure existence. All families as well as the elderly must 
have access to the services that they need. Half of Tampere’s residents live in single-person 
households. We believe that the services and needs of people living alone must be better taken into 
account in the city's activities. 

o Tampere is an open, international and multicultural city, where everyone should feel valued as part 
of a community. Therefore, all parts of the city must be developed equally. Regional inequalities and 
the concentration of poverty in certain areas must be tackled systematically.  

o Services must be available at a close distance. We want to develop Tampere’s suburban services and 
maintain a service network throughout the city.  

o The best way to care for the health of a population is to allocate resources to the maintenance of 
good health and the prevention of illness. Cooperation between social and health services must also 
be intensified in preventive services. In particular, mental health services must be easily accessible 
and available as local services to all Tampere residents. 

 

Tomorrow’s Tampere will be carbon neutral 

o Our common goal is to make Tampere carbon neutral by 2030. In practice, greenhouse gas 
emissions must be reduced by 80% compared to 1980. This is an ambitious goal and it will require 
significant action during the forthcoming council term.                          

o Each year, the population of Tampere grows by about 3,000 new residents. Sustainable urban 
planning has to focus on directing construction primarily to public transport zones and regional 
centres.  



 

o New construction must comply with the zero-energy principle, i.e. heat production must 
match heat consumption. The carbon footprint of housing must be kept as small as 
possible. Within construction activities, we will encourage timber construction and foster the 
creation of a tight social fabric. 

o The share of sustainable modes of transport will be increased to around 70% while renewable 
sources of energy shall account for 80% of all energy sources.  

o Consumption has to be sustainable and the circular economy must operate smoothly and 
consistently.  

o We will develop the city’s parks and nature areas. The nature areas surrounding the city must be 
accessible to everyone in Tampere. We will protect Kauppi-Niihama and other important nature 
areas. It is important to ensure that nature areas, parks and beaches are accessible to local 
residents. 

o In addition, it is necessary to prepare for the effects of climate change. 
 

 
 
Tampere must continue to be developed purposefully also in the future. We the Social Democrats will secure 
local services, invest in employment and develop a vivid, functional and attractive city with a vibrant business 
sector and cultural life.  
 
During the forthcoming council term, the social and health reform must be carried out following the initial 
objectives of the reform, including the improvement of services, reduction of inequalities and stabilisation 
the economy. These elements will also shape the Tampere of the future, where our most important tasks 
include ensuring and developing the living environment, industry, education, culture and local services.  
 
Tampere offers lifelong learning opportunities from early childhood education through primary school to 
vocational education and upper secondary education, and further on to higher education, followed by 
opportunities for adult education. We will invest in culture and guarantee the opportunity for all Tampere 
residents to participate in cultural activities around the city. 
 
Most importantly, Tampere should strive to be an inclusive, democratic and open city where everyone can 
fulfil their potential, participate and live safely. 
 
We the Social Democrats are confident about embarking on this task together with the people of Tampere – 
together we can create the necessary conditions for a good life for all of us. 
 


